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What is air sealing?
Air sealing is the process of identifying and reducing the amount  
of unwanted air that leaks into and out of your home.

Why would you air seal a home?
Air leakage occurs when unwanted air moves in and out of your home, causing drafts that make you feel 
colder than it really is. As a result, your heating and cooling systems have to work harder and longer to keep 
you and your home at a comfortable temperature. This results in an increase to your monthly utility bill. Air 
sealing reduces these air leaks, making your home more comfortable and more efficient at the same time.

Where do common air leaks occur?
Air leaks can occur anywhere there is a penetration in the interior wall, ceiling or floor of your home.  
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Some areas of air sealing are best left to professionals, but there are many simple, low cost solutions 
for sealing air leaks in your home that are do-it-yourself (DIY) projects.

DOOR WEATHER-STRIPPING
If you can see light around or at the bottom of the door, it needs 
better weather-stripping. Use a base shoe at the bottom of the 
door to seal between the door and the threshold. Use a foam 
strip or door gasket at the sides and top of the door to make a 
tight seal. The total cost of materials is typically less than $20.  

FOAM GASKETS
Use foam gaskets behind switch and outlet covers. They 
are inexpensive, easy to install and significantly reduce the 
amount of air leakage at these locations. The total cost is 
less than 25¢ per outlet.

SPRAY FOAM AND CAULKING
Spray foam is useful to fill larger gaps often found where 
pipes penetrate through the wall. Use caulking to seal the 
inside and outside of windows where the window meets 
the house. Materials typically cost $3-$5 per can or tube. 
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